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Notice to Guests

This guide is not comprehensive. It covers the plants identified so far on Grasstrees. If
you come across a plant that is flowering or fruiting and it is not included in this guide,
please notify Trish or John Stadtmiller so that it can be investigated and hopefully
included in a later edition. Thank you. I hope you enjoy your stay!
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Grasses

Grasses are flowering plants, monocotyledons in Family Poaceae. They are annual or perennial
tufted herbs (non-woody plants) with usually long and narrow leaves containing parallel veins.
their multiple stems growing in clumps from the roots are mostly hollow between the nodes.
The stems carry leaves arranged alternately in opposite rows. Grass leaves consist of blades, flaps
(ligules) at the point of contact with the stem, and leaf sheathes that wrap closely around the
stem forming a tube split down one side above the node where they are fixed to the stem. Grass
flower-heads are carried at the top of stems and comprise numerous spikelets containing the
flowers proper (florets) inclosed in bracts (glumes).

Important: Investigation of the grasses on Grasstrees is at a very early stage. The few
plants included in this version of the guide are only a very small sample of the complete
grass flora here.



Dichelachne rara (a plume grass) [Poaceae]
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Dichelachne rara (a plume grass): Seed-head
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Dichelachne rara (a plume grass): Seed-head
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Dichelachne rara (a plume grass): Leaf — base of blade and top of sheath



Themeda triandra (kangaroo grass) [Poaceae]

Themeda triandra (kangaroo grass): Whole plant. Photographed at Port Augusta SA October 2014



Themeda triandra (kangaroo grass): Spikelet. Photographed at Port Augusta SA October 2014



Sedges

Sedges are monocotyledons in Family Cyperaceae that often favour fresh-water habitats. They
have a ‘grass-like’ tufted upright appearance. They are perennial herbs with solid stems that are
triangular in cross-section. Their leaves lack ligules, are not arranged in opposite rows as in
grasses, and have closed leaf sheaths (not split along one side as in grasses).



Gahnia asperd (rough saw sedge) [Cyperaceae]
e  Clumped long leaves
e Serrated edges to leaves

e Red-brown shining nuts (fruits)

Gabnia aspera (rough saw-sedge): Plants in habitat
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Gabnia aspera (rough saw-sedge): Fruit



Schoenoplectus mucronatus (triangular clubrush) [Cyperaceae]
®  Aquatic sedge

e 3-angled leaves

Schoenoplectus mucronatus (triangular clubrush): Plants in habitat



Schoenoplectus mucronatus (triangular clubrush): Flowers

Schoengplectus mucronatus (triangular clubrush): Flowers




Schoenoplectus validus (river clubrush) [Cyperaceae]
® Aquatic sedge

Schoenoplectus validus (river clubrush): Plants in habitat



Schoenoplectus validus (river clubrush): Flowering spike

Schoenoplectus validus (river clubrush): Flowering spike



Juncus continuus [Juncaceae]

® Aquatic sedge

Juncus continuns : Plants in habitat



Juncus continuns : Fruiting spike



Cumbungi

Typha orientalis (broad-leaved cumbungi, bullrush) [Typhaceae]

e  Aquatic perennial

e Flower spike with brown dense velvety cylinder, 1-4 cm across, male & female separated on stem;
summer

e Long strap-like erect leaves sheathing, to 2m long x 3 cm wide

e Rhizome

Typha orientalis (broad-leaved cumbungi): Flowering plant in habitat
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Typha orientalis (broad-leaved cumbungi): Flower spike



